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NCU STUDY ON DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE CITED BY WHO

per cent) had experienced physical
violence by a male partner. In addition,
an Inter-American Development Bank
Two studies conducted by Northern 2021 study found that domestic violence
Caribbean University (NCU) researchers increased in Jamaica by 10.3 per cent
during 2021 were published in the since the advent of the pandemic.
International Journal of Collaborative
Research on Internal Medicine and
Public Health (Volume 13, Issue 9, Based on their findings the NCU
2021). One study titled, ‘An Evaluation researchers suggest that intimate partner
of Domestic Violence against Jamaican violence has intensified since the advent
Women during the Coronavirus Disease of the pandemic, signaling that the home
19 (COVID-19) Pandemic’, was cited by has become a battleground for women.
the World Health Organisation on its “Such a stark reality indicates that this
public health matter requires immediate
website.
attention to mitigate further increase
This study found that tertiary-trained amid ongoing stay-at-home orders and
women were more likely than other social isolation,” the NCU survey report
categories of women to be abused by stated.
their boyfriends or husbands during the
novel coronavirus pandemic. A survey, Further analysis of the NCU survey
conducted among 513 women in May findings indicated that COVID-19
and June 2021, found that 31.7 per cent measures impacted 90 per cent of
of respondents admitted to being abused women experiencing domestic violence,
physically, sexually, and emotionally. with 58 per cent believing that the harsh
Of this group, more than half (53.7 per economic conditions contributed to
cent) of them said they were educated domestic violence against women in
at the tertiary level. The survey has a Jamaica during the pandemic.
margin of error of four per cent.
“Women living in rural Jamaica are
bearing the brunt (70 per cent) of
domestic abuse compared to their urban
counterparts,” according to the NCU
study. “Furthermore, young women
ages 18-25 years are experiencing the
bulk (47 per cent) of domestic abuse and
are employed,” it added.
The NCU finding that a third of women
in Jamaica have experienced domestic
violence during the COVID-19 period
comes against the background of a May
2020 survey finding by Jamaicans For
Justice that one in four women (25.2
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MAINLY PHYSICAL VIOLENCE

In addition, 81 per cent of respondents
expressed the view that the pandemic
has affected the provision of essential
services for victims; 71 per cent of
victims did not report domestic violence
to the police; and 23 per cent of the
respondents agreed that the pandemic
affected their relationship with their
sexual partners, according to the survey
findings. The researchers reported that
the majority of victims suffer mainly
from physical violence (20.9 per cent),
with emotional violence (11.2 per cent)
being the second highest and sexual

violence (3.2 per cent) the least.
“This research revealed that perpetrators
of domestic violence are significantly
intimate partners- boyfriends (98.0
per cent), and husbands (89.7 per cent)
compared to family members (79.3 per
cent). The social conflict theory supports
the results of this study as perpetrators
abuse their partners because of the
desire for control over their partner due
to unequal distribution of resources,”
the researchers stated.

approaches are also essential in
mitigating the rising occurrences of
violence toward women. One such
effort may be establishing a system
where women feel safe to report their
abuse or their witness of abuse, thus
impacting reporting accuracy, the NCU
study recommended.
……

COVID-19 PANDEMIC PUSHES
UP ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION

The NCU research team was led by
Paul Andrew Bourne, acting director
of institutional research. The team
included students and faculty members
Affia Palmer, Brianna Brady, Racquel
Swaby, Dwayne Malcolm, James Fallah,
Calvin Campbell, Clifton Foster,
Caroline McLean, and Monique White.
Additionally,
most
participants
indicated that their perpetrator had
been exposed to domestic violence as a
child (27 per cent) along with external
factors such as smoking, which was the
highest at 15.4 percent and alcohol, the Another study published internationally
second highest at 9.6 per cent.
in 2021 was titled the ‘Impact of alcohol
consumption on the psychological
With these findings and the recently well-being of Jamaicans during the
publicised incidents of violence against Coronavirus disease 19 (COVID-19)
women, the NCU researchers said pandemic’.
it was imperative for the Jamaican
Government to immediately institute The study found that COVID-19
safety measures for female victims of pandemic and its lockdown measures
domestic violence. One suggested step triggered an increase in the consumption
is to ensure and support the completion of alcoholic beverages among sections
of the domestic violence intervention of the Jamaican population including
centres the Jamaica Defence Force is people who reported that they suffered
committed to establishing throughout from emotional issues, according to
the island.
the findings of a survey conducted by
Northern Caribbean University (NCU)
Long-term efforts through strategic, researchers.
collaborative,
and
innovative
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More than four of 10 people surveyed reported that, since the advent of the
pandemic in March 2020, they started consuming more alcoholic beverages,
with some drinking as many as four times per week. Financial instability caused
by the pandemic was the top driver for the increased alcohol consumption.
Four out of 10 respondents revealed that alcoholic consumption made it
challenging or impossible for them to complete simple tasks.
An alarming result from the NCU research is that a little more than a third of
all respondents reported suffering from depression since the pandemic with
nearly 70 per cent experiencing some form of psychological issue.
Of the 500 participants surveyed, 336 stated that they had consumed alcoholic
beverages due to emotional distress since the pandemic. “This points to a
relationship between alcohol consumption and emotional distress/problems
experienced during the COVID-19 pandemic,” the researchers argued.
They concluded that depression is the most likely psychological issue faced
since the pandemic, pointing to the 3.4 per cent prevalence in 2017, compared
to the current prevalence of 25 per cent which appears to be seven times higher.
This suggests an essential impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on people’s mental
health, according to the NCU researchers.
The research was completed in July 2021 by a team of faculty members and
students led by Paul Andrew Bourne from the Department of Institutional
Research. Team members included Diandre Allen, Jessica Bennett, Sandy
Walker, Brittney Williamson, James Fallah, Calvin Campbell, Clifton Foster,
Caroline McLean and Monique White.

“A little more than a third of all respondents
reported suffering from depression since the
pandemic with nearly 70 per cent experiencing
some form of psychological issue.”
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Anthony
Lennon

Shavel
Royal

Northern Caribbean University conferred degrees on assist students to be financially cleared for graduation,
518 graduates at its virtual graduation ceremony held on or to continue their studies.
August 8, 2021. Shavel Royal, Bachelor of Social Work,
summa cum laude and Anthony Lennon, Bachelor of
Science in Mathematics, summa cum laude, topped the
graduating class.
Among the graduates were two at-risk youths who
benefitted from scholarships under the RESCUE
(Restoring Every Student’s Confidence Using Education)
initiative, which has benefitted some 150 students at
a total value of $30 million in scholarships since the
inception of RESCUE four years ago.
NCU President Prof. Lincoln Edwards confers the honorary
Doctor of Liberal Arts degree on Media and Communication
Specialist Fae Ellington during the graduation ceremony on
August 8, 2021. (Garfield Forbes Photo)

NCU also conferred several honorary degrees during
Graduation 2021. The recipients included media and
communication specialist Fae Ellington (Doctor of
Liberal Arts); former Caymanian government minister,
Dr Linford Pierson (Doctor of Public Service); and
United States-based hotelier Andrew Ingraham (Doctor
of Business). Ingraham donated J$1.7 M towards
scholarships at NCU.

A representative group of the 2021 graduating class at the end of
the ceremony on August 8. (Walinton Mosquera Photo)

In his address, University President, Prof. Lincoln
Edwards, appealed to donors to support the RESCUE
initiative as it has been transforming the lives of many
young people. He also announced that the NCU Alumni
Federation had provided more than 100 scholarships to
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teacher/principal at the Jointwood and Springfield SDA
Schools in the West Jamaica Conference. Accepted for
undergraduate studies at Oakwood University, she spent
her summers and every break from school as a literature
evangelist in New York City. During those canvassing
trips, she became a member of the then Park Place SDA
Church, serving in numerous roles for 60 plus years.
In the photo at left, Dr Andrew Ingraham (right) poses with
Univerisity President, Prof. Lincoln Edwards. In the screenshot
photo at right, Dr Linford Pierson (centre) is robed by Dr
Ivor Harry, stewardship ministries director, Cayman Islands
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists (left) and Dr Livingston
Smith, professor of social sciences at the University College of the
Cayman Islands (right). (Garfield Forbes Photo)

She attended Long Island University for a Master’s
in Early Childhood Education, studied Secondary
Education at Fordham University, and later received
certification in Educational Administration and
Supervision from Brooklyn College, CUNY. She
worked in the New York public school system for 20
The recipient of the 2021 President’s Medallion was years as a teacher, educational supervisor, and school
retired educator and alumna Pearline Dawes Higgins. administrator. Mrs Dawes Higgins later became an
Alumnus Dr Wilmore Webley was selected as the entrepreneur establishing her own school, operating
2021 Product Sample for NCU. Dr Webley is Associate the Cycle Educational Center for nearly 30 years until
Professor of Microbiology and Director of Pre-Med/ her retirement. She also helped to establish the NCU
Pre-Health Advising at the University of Massachusetts Alumni Association’s New York Chapter with the goal
of fundraising for its alma mater.
Amherst.

PRODUCT SAMPLE
MEDALLION RECIPIENT

Dr Wilmore Webley listens
virtually as his citation is
read.

Mrs Pearline Dawes Higgins receives her award from
University President, Prof. Lincoln Edwards.
(Garfield Forbes Photo)

Dr
Wilmore
Webley has been
recognized
as
the 2021 Product
Sample
because
as an alumnus he
exemplifies the ethos
and values of NCU in his
life and work. In addition, he
has
distinguished himself in the field
of microbiology where he has demonstrated academic
and professional excellence.

Mrs Dawes Higgins
attended
West
Indian Training
College
(now
NCU).
After
p a s s i n g
the
Senior
Cambridge
E x t e r n a l
Examination,
she entered junior
college, and upon
graduation served as

A graduate of the Medical Technology programme at
NCU, Wilmore Webley later earned the MSc and PhD in
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Microbiology at UMass with expertise in Immunology,
Infectious Disease and Host-pathogen interaction,
with a concentration in vaccine development. A
Fulbright Scholar, Dr Webley is a recipient of several •
prestigious awards to include the Manning Prize for
Excellence in Teaching, Black Student Union Award
for Outstanding Devotion and Dedication to the
Profession, Commonwealth Honors College Faculty
Lecture Series. He was recognized in national media
coverage for organising and moderating a panel on the
2014 Ebola outbreak; and has devoted significant time
to provide accurate information to counter myths about
the COVID-19 outbreak and vaccine safety and efficacy. •
•
A published author/scientist in reputable international
journals, Dr Webley has made significant contributions
to the field of microbiology, vaccinology, allergy,
and immunology. His research focuses on infectious
disease mechanisms and the role of specific infections
in chronic diseases. The Webley Lab does pioneer work
in Chlamydia vaccine development and was the first to
culture Chlamydia. His recent work has demonstrated
the efficacy of antibiotics in treating a subset of severe
asthmatics.

SPECIAL GRADUATION MENTIONS
AND CONGRATULATIONS

•

Chad-Anthony Coke

• Siblings Chad-Anthony
Coke and Ramoy Coke •
graduated
from
the
College of Business and
Management with the •
Bachelor of Science degree
in Business Administration
majoring in Finance. They
are both children of Mr.
Nigel Coke, Director of
Communication, Public Affairs and Religious
Liberty at the Jamaica Union Conference of Seventhday Adventists; and Mrs. Bobbette Graham-Coke,
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Assistant Director for Special Events and Hospitality
Services, and Supervisor of University Business
Services here at NCU.
The first group of six students from the partnership
between the Centre of Occupational Studies (COS)
in the Ministry of Education, Youth and Information
(MoEYI), and Northern Caribbean University
(NCU), through the Vocational Education and
Empowerment Training Institute (VEETI) at
NCU, graduated from the College of Business and
Management, with the Occupational Associate
Degree in Business Process Outsourcing (OABPO).
Six of our workers:
- Viviene Dyer, Executive Assistant in the Office
of the President, with the Postgraduate Diploma in
Education
- Keresha McKoy, with the Associate of Science in
Business Administration.
- Nuvia Jones McCalla, with the Bachelor of
Science in Management Studies
- Janel Forrester with the Master of Science in
Counselling Psychology (Marriage and Family
Therapy specialization)
- Sandra Brissett, with the Bachelor of Science in
Industrial and Organizational Counselling.
- Richard Thorpe with the Bachelor of Arts in
Religion
The Western Jamaica Regional Campus has its
first graduate from the Bachelor of Arts in Early
Childhood Teacher Education - Kerine Daley who
graduated with a cum laude degree.
NCU retiree, Mrs Beverly Henry, though battling
health challenges, graduated with the Master of
Business Administration degree.
Mrs. Claudette Hartley also persevered and
graduated with the Bachelor of Arts degree in
Spanish Education

THE RICARDO MCCALLA STORY:

barely was able to matriculate into the Pre-University
programme. He felt out of place. There was much to
learn, and he was at the back of the pack.

“I WAS NOT QUALIFIED FOR ADMISSION”

Additionally, his goal could only be achieved by long
distance travel from Portland while he was working and
balancing his responsibilities to his young family. As a
man with admittedly low academic acumen, he had a
wife who was an honour roll student at NCU – a wife
who relentlessly held him to high standards.
The odds were against him. He tried but success was
insuperable. Giving up seemed like the best option. He
remembers once being told, “Mr McCalla, we cannot
help you. You are too far behind. You have to go back
Ricardo McCalla and wife Nuvia graduated together on
home.”
August 8, 2021.
“But God…” is now his testimony. The initial rejection at
From no subjects to graduating with a degree – this NCU, based on academic policy, turned out to be a leap
is the testimony of Religion and Theology graduate of faith. McCalla recalled the words of rejection turning
Ricardo McCalla that he shared during the Graduation into words of hope. “Okay, Mr McCalla. We have seen
2021 Consecration Service of Northern Caribbean your faith. We are going to try something with you we
have never done!”
University on August 6.
“I was not qualified to be at Northern Caribbean
University,” McCalla recounted. “But in my heart, I
knew that all I needed to do was to be there at Northern
Caribbean University.”
Ricardo McCalla was not the kind of prospective
student that any university would typically recruit but
through faith, determination, and family support, he
approached NCU and made it! Despite how far behind
he was academically, Northern Caribbean University
applied options, flexibility, and patience in ensuring
that McCalla achieved his dream as a minister of the
gospel.

McCalla made good on the chance with persistence. He
overcame depression. He earned a grade point average
(GPA) of 3.0 in his first semester. He overcame subjects
that most people find difficult, such as Greek and
Mathematics.
He graduated from NCU with a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Religion and a minor in Family Life Education.
McCalla recommends NCU as being “second to none”.
“God does not have to make sense; He makes cents,”
McCalla recalled his emotional and financial battle to
do what seemed foolish and impossible. He described
his experience at NCU with these words: “Awesome!
God is amazing!”

McCalla testified to the caring nature of competent
instructors and University workers, who, while helping Ricardo McCalla is married to fellow graduate and NCU
him, were also challenging him to make the effort and worker, Nuvia McCalla, who graduated cum laude with
to achieve beyond the mediocre. He had failed the a Bachelor of Science in Management Studies.
Mature Age Examination matriculation twice. He had
only two Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate
(CSEC) examination passes with a grade III in each. He
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NCU PINS OVER 90 NURSES FOR 2021

ceremony usually occurs prior to the official graduation
conferral of the Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing.

Dr Rochelle Anderson-Doyley
Northern Caribbean University pinned over 90 senior
nursing students virtually on October 14, 2021. Under
the theme “With God Leading…the Tassel will be
worth the Hassle”, the nursing students, who are now
NCU alumni, received this honour, which was not
possible during the August 2021 graduation period.
Guest speaker at the event was Dr Rochelle AndersonDoyley of the Houston Methodist Hospital in Texas,
Texas, USA.
Dr Anderson-Doyley in her presentation encouraged
the NCU Nursing alumni to not underestimate the
power of spiritual strength and sharing in their healing
relationship with their patients. Regardless of what led
patients to be in the hospital, Dr Anderson-Doyley
reminded the nurses to pull on their discipline and
training in times of discouragement.
“Seventh-day Adventist trained nurses are individuals
with high moral standards and discipline in many
personal aspects of our lives,” she affirmed.
“Your commitment to this noble profession is the best
decision you have made. God designed it perfectly for
you and your training at NCU will prove that,” she
added.
The senior nursing male and female students receive
their NCU School of Nursing pins, which signify their
eligibility to enter the nursing profession. This pinning
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FORMER
CAYMANIAN
MINISTER
ADDRESSES NCU
GRADUATION

PRODUCT
SAMPLE
Prof. Marilyn Anderson

Former
Minister
of
Government in the Cayman
Islands, Dr the Hon. Linford
A. Pierson, was the keynote
speaker at the Northern
Caribbean University’s first
virtual graduation ceremony
on Sunday, December 13, 2020.

Prof. Anderson is an
alumna of Northern
Caribbean
University
(formerly West Indies
College) and is a product
of
the
Seventh-day
Adventist
education
system having attended
Adventist schools from
the primary level to the tertiary level. She is also an
alumna of Eastern Michigan University and Florida
International University. Along with her Doctorate in
Curriculum and Instruction, and also holds a Licentiate
of the Royal Schools of Music Diploma. Prof. Anderson
is known for her sophistication, undaunted dedication,
professionalism and bringing a detailed-precision
approach to her work.

The graduating class of 2020 included students who
had completed programmes for the conferral periods
of December 2019, March 2020, August 2020 and
December 2020. Eight hundred graduates were
conferred with undergraduate and graduate degrees
in 14 disciplines delivered across four colleges and one
school. During the ceremony, Prof. Marilyn Anderson,
former Interim President at NCU, was declared the
Product Sample for 2020 while administrator Genevieve When asked what becoming a Product Sample of NCU
Baxter-Bennett received the President’s Medallion.
meant to her, she responded:
The Product Sample award is conferred on persons who
are past students of Northern Caribbean University, who
demonstrate the values of the institution in his or her
personal and professional life; who has made significant
contributions to the development of society; and has
achieved much in his or her professional field of work.
The President’s Medallion is awarded to persons who
demonstrate loyalty to NCU, demonstrate the values of
NCU in his or her life and work, and who is considered
a good role model in society.

“My initial response in receiving this award is expressing
thanks to God, the administrators of Northern
Caribbean University, and my colleagues in their
confidence for choosing me as Product Sample 2020 of
this University… During the 32 years of my experience
at NCU, I was enabled… to become an effective teacher
and leader through my students, supportive colleagues,
friends, and family who believed in me.”
Prof. Anderson credits her father for his mentorship
that led her to become who she is today: “My Father,
Headley Anderson, a worker at this institution for 45
years, was my true mentor in influencing from early,
my desire for selfless commitment, determination, and
unreserved love for all people.”
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PRESIDENT’S
MEDALLION
RECIPIENT

H O N O R A R Y
D O CTOR ATE
RECIPIENT

Mrs Genevieve Baxter-Bennett

Pastor Meremoth Weir

Recipient of the President’s
Medallion,
Genevieve
Baxter-Bennett is one
of the longest serving
employees of Northern
Caribbean
University,
with extensive experience
in management, office
administration, corporate telephone reception,
hospitality, culinary arts and special events. She joined
the workforce in 1981 and at the time of the award
served as Administrative Assistant in the Office of
Scholarships and Student Aid. Her former positions at
NCU include Administrative Assistant to the President,
Director of Custodial Services, Manager of the Aston
and Novelette Tai Centre, Hilltop Hotel Manager and
Cafeteria Director.
“It is an overwhelming and satisfying feeling being
recognised in this way and receiving such a prestigious
award! I am very grateful for the love and support from
faculty, staff, students, alumni, the administration and
my family and friends. My family is happy and excited,”
She responded.

Retired pastor, Meremoth
Weir was also conferred
with the Honorary Doctor
of Ministry degree for his
43 years of credentialed
employment
at
the
pastoral and conference
administrative levels of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Jamaica. He also
served at NCU as an adjunct professor in the School of
Religion and Theology.
His non-denominational work included being cofounder and a former Chairman of the National
Religious Media Commission, known as LOVE FM. He
also served as a board member of the National Council
on Drug Abuse from 1984 to 1989. He is a Justice of the
Peace for the Parish of St. Andrew.
-Written by Shannette Smith

Apart from her professional and empathetic personality,
Mrs Baxter-Bennett is also known for her community
and church work. Among her activities is her
involvement in fundraisers and her operation of feeding
programmes for students in need.
“I came to NCU as a student in 1979 and joined the
workforce in 1981. Since then I have held 15 positions.
I work as if I own NCU! I have given dedicated and
committed service and I go the extra mile. I am grateful
to the President and NCU for recognising my work.”
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MOST
OUTSTANDING
NURSING STUDENT
2020 NADIESHA
BROWN

Northern Caribbean University awarded Nadiesha
Brown for being the Most Outstanding Nursing
Student, having achieved a grade point average of 3.65.
She was recognised during the virtual Nurses’ Pinning
and Thanksgiving Service held December 12, 2020.
More than 100 prospective nursing graduates, who had
passed the Regional Examination Nurse Registration
(RENR), were recognised and pinned as registered
nurses licensed to operate in the Caribbean. The event
was held a day before the University’s virtual graduation
ceremony where these nursing students were among
more than 800 graduates who were conferred with
diplomas and degrees.
The NCU Department of Nursing, which celebrated its
50th Anniversary, presented the Long-Service Award to
employee of 19 years Jaunell Latty Miller. Outstanding
Preceptor was awarded to alumna Jannette HendricksGraham who supervises nursing students doing their
clinicals at one of the public hospitals.
–Written by Shannette Smith
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JAMU NOMINATION COMMITTEE 2021

The first Nominating Committee to choose the church leadership for the Jamaica Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists (JAMU)
at the first Union Session convened on campus in the second century of NCU in Manchester. Front row seated are, from right, Dr Patric
Rutherford, Dr Leonard Johnson, Prof. Lincoln Edwards, Dr Elie Henry and Pastor Everett Brown. (Contributed Photo)

INDIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER VISITS

His Excellency Rungsung Masakui, High Commissioner
of India to Jamaica, visited the Mandeville campus on
April 30, 2021, and held talks with NCU representatives
including board chair, Pastor Everette Brown and University
President, Professor Lincoln Edwards along with members
of the Cabinet.
Mr Masakui offered several graduate scholarships to NCU
faculty and administrators to pursue studies at institutions
in India. In the photograph, Professor Edwards presents Mr
Masakui with a gift.

EDUCATION MINISTER VISITS

Minister of Education and Youth Hon Fayval Williams visited
Northern Caribbean University on January 21, 2022, and held
talks with University President, Professor Lincoln Edwards
as well as addressing senior administrators. Responding
to concerns about Government funding of tertiary
institutions rather than individuals, Minister Williams said
her ministry was considering alternate funding models for
higher education as part of a policy that is currently being
drafted. In the photograph, Minister Williams converses
with Damion Mitchell, chair of the department of Computer
and Information Science during a tour of the NCU Robotics
Laboratory.
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THE FOSTER TRIPLETS APPOINTED
NCU AMBASSADORS

“What really drew me to NCU was their music
programme. I remember Shahaye singing. NCU
has always been attributed with music for me. My
perspectives have not changed since I have grown older.
I know that it is a noble institution and I am happy to be
here!” Mikaili added.
Like their mother, the triplets are pursuing the
Psychology programme at NCU. While studying, they
will still continue their singing ministry.
–Written by Shannette Smith

HONOURS
CONVOCATION
2021

NCU Ambassadors, The Foster Triplets.
(Walinton Mosquera Photo)

The singing sisters --Malaika Foster, Mahari Foster and
Mikaili Foster-- were appointed ambassadors for the
University as part of the conditions of a full four-year
scholarship to pursue the Bachelor of Science degree in
Psychology commencing Spring 2021.

Dr Wilmore Webley

Honours convocation for
the periods Fall Semester
2020 and the Spring
Semester 2021 was held
They recounted their visits to the University campus
on October 28, 2021 for
during childhood: “Here was a place of fun and we
the Mandeville Campus
always used to slide down the ‘Steps to Christ’. Dad used
and on November 25, 2021
to carry us all around the campus. It has been a beacon
for the regional campuses.
of light for me,” Mikaili Foster expressed.
The theme was Empowered by God: Actualizing our
Mission. Guest speaker for the events was Associate
Professor at the Department of Microbiology, and
Associate Dean in the Office of Inclusion & Engagement
“What really drew me to NCU was
in the Graduate School at University of Massachusetts
Amherst, Dr Wilmore Webley.
their musicprogramme. I remember
Webley shared with his audience that some of his most
Shahaye singing.”
precious memories, as well as his preparation for his
current career, were received from NCU.
“I am not just a proud alumnus of NCU. I am an advocate
and a supporter of this brand of Christian education,”
he affirmed.
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He also stated that this milestone in the lives of the
awardees was a time for them to reassess their goals
and obligations to society. He congratulated the
awardees for their resilience and grit in this pandemic.
He challenged the awardees to see themselves as being
equipped by God to carry out the vision and ethos of
NCU in their lives after graduation. Highlighting the
mission statement of the institution, he advised the
awardees to not pursue their goals in their own strength
but to seek God’s appointment for their life’s mission as
students and as future alumni.

HONOURS CONVOCATION 2020
Dr Meric Walker

The university held its
first virtual Honours
Convocation
events
for the Mandeville
and regional campuses
on October 22, 2020
and November 26,
2020
respectively.
For the Mandeville Campus, 258 made it to the Dean’s
Guest speaker for
List and 695 on the Honour Roll. Scholarships and
the events was the
sponsorship awards went to 34 recipients.
Executive
Secretary
of the Jamaica Union
For the regional campuses, a grand total of 142 students Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, Pastor Meric
were awarded for academic achievement. The Honour Walker as speaker.
Roll for the regional campuses had 35 students for East
Jamaica (Kingston), 7 students for North Jamaica (St. Speaking on the theme Empowered by God: Equipped
Ann’s Bay) and 19 students for West Jamaica (Montego to Forge a New Normal, guest speaker, Dr. Meric
Bay). Those making it on the Dean’s List for the regional Walker, Executive Secretary, Jamaica Union Conference
campuses were 43 students for East Jamaica (Kingston), of Seventh-day Adventists encouraged the awardees
15 students for North Jamaica (St. Ann’s Bay) and 33 and their peers to fight through the vicissitudes of
students for West Jamaica (Montego Bay).
COVID-19 and strive for academic excellence, knowing
that God has their backs. He encouraged all not to relax
Special awards were also presented for the regional in academic mediocrity but to thrive for academic,
campuses. Five students were awarded the Caroline physical and spiritual excellence.
Reece Scholarship for their academic excellence.
President’s Award recipients were JodianWalker Allen “The Lord did not plan for you to surrender to the
of the West Jamaica Regional Campus and Latoya cries of COVID-19 and to be infected with the virus
Nicholson of the East Jamaica Regional Campus. of academic mediocrity but He has planned for you to
The Director’s Award went to Tasheika Birch of West matriculate victoriously to your highest point” He said.
Jamaica Regional Campus and Kimberly Dawson of the
East Jamaica Regional Campus.
He added, “Congratulations is not a full stop
and celebration is not a period. We shall, amidst
the vicissitudes of COVID-19, be celebrating!
Congratulations will be linear.”
For the Mandeville Campus, 259 made it on the Dean’s
List and 694 on the Honour Roll List. Scholarships,
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grants and sponsorship/donor awards went to 86
recipients. The President’s Award for Excellence went to
female recipient Nia Adonis and male recipient Alreeck
White.

FEAST OF LIGHTS
2021
The 52nd virtual staging of
Feast of Lights on Sunday,
December 5 encouraged
the university community
and its other stakeholders
to support the talent at
the Music and Fine Arts
Department of Northern
Caribbean University (NCU)
by donating funds towards
student scholarships and
repairs of the music building.
Three former faculty of the
department were also given
lifetime achievement awards.
The concert has also been
lauded as one of the best
productions in the Feast of
Lights series.

For the regional campuses, a total of 115 were awarded.
The honour roll had 25 students for East Jamaica
(Kingston), 7 students for North Jamaica (St. Ann’s Bay)
and 19 students for West Jamaica (Montego Bay). The
Dean’s List had 28 students for East Jamaica (Kingston),
10 students for North Jamaica (St. Ann’s Bay) and 28
students for West Jamaica (Montego Bay).
Special scholarships were awarded to a total of 9
students across the regional campuses. The President’s
Award went to Latoya Nicholson of the East Jamaica
Campus, Britanya Bryan of the North Jamaica Campus
and Shavel Royal of the West Jamaica Campus. The
Director’s Awards went to Keisha Manning of the East
Jamaica Campus, Kimoya Perry of the North Jamaica
Campus and Kimone Anderson of the West Jamaica
Campus.
All students achieving Summa Cum Laude were
inducted into the NCU Alpha Squared Pi Sigma Society,
which was established in 2019 for students displaying
academic excellence, service, character and innovation.

The Feast of Lights ceremony
included messages from
patrons such as NCU
President, Prof. Lincoln
Edwards; President of the
Jamaica Union Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists,
Pastor
Everett
Brown;
President of the NCU Alumni
Federation, Harold Clayton;
and Custos Rotulorum of
Manchester, the Honourable Garfield Green, who was
represented by NCU alumna Christine Dawkins.
NCU musical legends Dr Rosalyn “Rosie” Ward and
Mrs Olive Fletcher, along with the Music Department’s
first Chair and Feast of Lights founder, Mrs Zenobia
Davis, were honoured at Feast of Lights 2021 for the
work they did to transform musicians at the university
and to develop the NCU music programme and legacy.
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Mrs Davis was Chair during the period 1962 – 1978
and Dr Ward succeeded her during the period 19781983. Mrs Fletcher served as a faculty member in the
department in the periods of 1955 – 1957 and 19731980. The ladies received Lifetime Achievement Awards
from the NCU Federation of Alumni South and Central
Florida Chapters.
Pastor Gervon Marsh of the Ministerial Field
Association in the Florida Conference appealed for at
least 4,000 individuals globally to donate USD $25.00
or its equivalent so that the Department can reach its
aim to raise USD $100,000.00. That sum would cover
refurbishing the leaking portion of the music building’s
roof – a project that alone costs JMD $10 million – as
well as offering scholarships to NCU students.

and Jamaica’s Gospel Star 2021, Eric Lumsden.
The NCU Chorale opened the concert with “Shine
Down,” and later ended with the songs, “Bringing
the Season,” “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” and
“Everlasting Light.”
The NCU String Ensemble, conducted by Earlon
Cornwall, played “Messiah Overture” and “Adoration,”
and student gospel choir Shahaye enacted “Born is the
King” as a dramatic musical medley.
The Jamaica Choral Scholars brought a dynamic virtual
performance of “Glory Be to God,” with soprano
Samara Marshall and tenor Karim Chang. An upbeat,
cultural “Jesus Born Fi One and All” was presented by
the Jamaica Youth Chorale.

It was announced that one Jamaican businessman gave Season’s classics such as “Mary, Did You Know?” by the
$1 million to the cause in the course of the concert.
Foster Triplets, “Gloria” by the Croydon SDA Church
Choir, “What Child is This?” by cellist Diana Roldan,
“We appreciate the fact that you have supported us so and “Joy to the World” by the Orquesta Filarmonica de
much in the past.” Dr. Marilyn Anderson, Interim Chair Toluca were performed.
of the Music Department, said.
Audience favourites were mezzo-soprano Danielle
“You will not lose if you…contribute whatever you can Brown, who sang “Sweet Little Jesus Boy,” Petal
in helping us to achieve what it is that we want to at this Richards-Chambers’ rendition of “O Holy Night” and
point.” She added.
2021 JCDC Gospel Star winner, Erica Lumsden, who
performed “No Room.”
Performances of the night were reminiscent of their
impact. Performances of the night were reminiscent Central Florida Alumni Chapter President, Dr Patric
of their impact. International performers and groups Rutherford, in his vote of thanks, encouraged people to
were organist Dr David McCalla, cellist Diana Roldan, continue contributing to the causes identified.
trumpeter Matthew Ross, soloist Basil Bean, the
Toluca Children’s Choir and Orquesta Filarmonica De Masters of Ceremonies for the event were General
Toluca, New England String Ensemble, Universidad Manager of the NCU Media Group, Arnold Kelly,
de Montemorelos Choir and Orchestra, Croydon SDA Broadcaster and Chevening Scholar, Andrea Chisolm
Gospel Choir and University of the Southern Caribbean. and Pastor Gervon Marsh of the Florida Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists.
Local performances came from the various NCU
choir and instrumental groups and from renowned –Written by Jayda Lunan
soloists. Among the performers were the NCU alumna
- the mezzo-soprano Danielle Brown, along with
collaborative pianist, Stephen Shaw-Naar, the TMI
Mass Choir, the NCU Ambassadors the Foster Triplets
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JAMU COMMITS $10M TO NCU
Industries: The NCU water bottling plant is now CHURCH BUILDING

operational. This plant utilizes a technology that

Proposed 3-D architectural design of the NCU Church Building
Complex.

Pastor Everett Brown, President of JAMU being interviewed during
the NCU Church Buildathon programme.

converts moisture from the air into potable water

The Jamaica Union Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists (JAMU) allocated $2 million towards
the NCU Church Building Project for this year with
a total of $10 million to be spent over the next two
years. JAMU President Pastor Everett Brown made the
announcement during the NCU Church Build-a-thon, a
fundraising event staged across NCU media platforms,
on June 27, 2021.

Heavenly Springs bottled water, processed by NCU.
University President, Prof. Lincoln Edwards views the water
bottling plant and equipment donated by a generous donor.

“The time has come for us to build the NCU Church
building to the honour and glory of God…The strategic
project for the Union for the next two to four years is the
building of the NCU Church,” Pastor Brown disclosed
during an interview with programme host, Arnold
Kelly.
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He added: “We have a plan that we will be sharing with
the constituencies that will involve graduates of NCU
for the past 30 years. We want to target every graduate of
NCU, and we are going to engage them in this process of
building the church… We are going to raise that money
and we are going to build that church in record time!”
Pastor Brown, who is chairman of the NCU Board
of Governors, gave a personal commitment to have
US$20 deducted from his salary monthly towards the
life of the church building project. JAMU subsequently
appointed Drs Neil Reid and Owen Roberts to jointly
lead the church building project fundraising committee
with support from Church Pastor Joel Haye.
Written by Shannette Smith

ZYVA INCREASES TABLET DONATIONS
TO NCU

Dr Edwards expressed appreciation to Dr Michael
Treasure, CEO of Zyva Technology Solutions Ltd,
which is involved in transportation and e-commerce.
The donation is part of a developing alliance between
the two organisations, which share the mutual goals of
enabling and promoting online and remote learning, as
well as the concept of a digital society.
–Written by Shannette Smith

HOMECOMING 2021: ALUMNI,
STUDENT BEACONS RECOGNISED
Several alumni were
recognised
for
their
outstanding service during
the Beacon Awards on the
afternoon of November
4, 2021. The awards
programme was hosted
by Dr Burnett Robinson,
Pastor of the Grand
Concourse SDA Church
in New York. Categories
announced were Alumni
Support, Alumni Leadership & Support, Education,
Pastoral Ministry, Professional Service & Business,
Public Health, Religious Education and Student
Support.

The alumni awarded were Mr Omar Fennell, Ms
Noreen Daley, Mr Harold Clayton, Dr Milton Morris,
Ms Jodine Williams, Dr Balvin Braham, Dr Celois
Lawrence, Dr Bertram Melbourne, Pastor Michael
Henry, Dr Owen Roberts, Pastor Joel Haye, Mrs Donna
University President, Dr Lincoln Edwards recently Fraser, Pastor Claude Brown, Dr Patric Rutherford, Mr
presented 18 tablets to deans to be issued to the most Garfield Smith and Mr Trevor Cameron.
deserving and responsible students in their academic
sectors on April 29, 2021. The devices were donated “We are giving scholarships to students who are really
by Zyva Technology Solutions Ltd, bringing the total trying. They have abilities but not opportunities,” Dr
donation, since October 2020, to 73 tablets.
Robinson said as he announced that some 30 student
scholarships would be given scholarships ranging from
JMD $20,000.00 - JMD $100,000.00 for this academic
year.
NCU deans, from left, Drs Audley Eccles, Vincent Wright, Vincent
Peterkin, Daniel Allida and Simon Bwambale converse with
President Lincoln Edwards after receiving tablets donated by Zyva
Technology Solutions. (Walinton Mosquera Photo)
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The first set of beneficiaries of these scholarship sponsor
funds were Jestida Lewis, Neil Brivette, Alicia Sinclair,
Sanique Johnson and Britanny Nigel. These students
were involved in the planning of the Homecoming 2021
week.

Ground is broken for the Celebration Garden by (starting from
left): Custos Garfield Green, Mayor Donovan Mitchell, President
Dr Lincoln Edwards, Executive Director of the NIEDF, Dr Patric
Rutherford, USM President Neil Brivette and University Church
Pastor Joel Haye. (Shannette Smith Photo)

Ashleigh Cummings

Greetings were also offered by President of the Jamaica
Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists - Pastor
The NCU Alumni Spark Award was announced for Everett Brown and Vice-Chair of the NCU International
Ashleigh Cummings. She was awarded for her academic Educational Development Foundation and Benefactor
achievements as an undergraduate senior student and of the NCU Morris Entrepreneurship Centre - Dr Milton
for involvement in planning and promoting alumni Morris. He explained that the purpose of the garden
activities. The Beacon Awards were inaugurated in was not only to memoralise those who contribute to the
November 2020 and presented virtually.
University’s development, but also to develop a nostalgic
beautification park and to develop a continuing source
Written by Shannette Smith
of income for the development of the University. The
Celebration Garden of the University will be located on
the lawns located between the University Press and the
HOMECOMING 2021: CELEBRATION
Leila Reid residential hall.

GARDEN GROUNDBREAKING

Homecoming 2021 came to a close on November 7, 2021
with the streaming of the groundbreaking ceremony for
NCU’s Celebration Garden. The event was sponsored by
the newly established NCU International Educational
Development Foundation. On hand to break ground and
give greetings were Custos Rotulorum of Manchester
- the Hon. Garfield Green, His Worship the Mayor
- Councillor Donovan Mitchell, Executive Director
of the NCU International Educational Development
Foundation - Dr Patric Rutherford, University President
- Dr Lincoln Edwards, and President of the United
Student Movement - Mr Neil Brivette.

Written by Shannette Smith
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PROFESSOR HARRIS AWARDED
NATIONAL SCIENCE MEDAL

PAUL BOURNE RECEIVES RESEARCH
AWARD

Professor Mark Harris
Congratulations to Professor Mark Harris on being
selected to receive a Musgrave Silver Medal for
outstanding merit in the field of Science by the Council
of the Institute of Jamaica. Professor Harris teaches
environmental chemistry and applied climatology in the
Department of Biology, Chemistry and Environmental
Sciences.
“The University Administration is extremely proud that
you are being awarded a Silver Musgrave Medal from
the Institute of Jamaica. Your academic achievements
in scientific research have now been recognized at
the national level. This reflects the quality of the
institution’s faculty particularly in the field of science,”
said University President Prof. Lincoln Edwards. “The
University’s administrative staff, faculty, and students
join me in expressing congratulations to you on this
latest affirmation of your academic excellence,” he told
Professor Harris.

Congratulations to Mr Paul Bourne, Acting Director
for Institutional Research, on being chosen by Eureka
Publications to receive its Exemplary Academician of
the Year Award - 2021 in recognition of his “contribution
to the domain of Education & Research”.

Professor Harris received the NCU Distinguished
Faculty Award for research in 2002, 2007, 2012 and
2016. He has authored more than 30 research papers as
well as several books.
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PROF. LINCOLN
EDWARDS
APPOINTED
TO SCIENCE
COMMISSION

ARNOLD KELLY OF NCU MEDIA GROUP
RECEIVES HONORARY DEGREE

Dr Lincoln P. Edwards

University President, Dr
Lincoln P. Edwards was
appointed to serve as a
member of the National
Commission on Science
and Technology (NCST),
effective July 1, for a 12-month period. His appointment
was made recently by Governor-General the Most Hon.
Sir Patrick Allen.
A dentist and pharmacologist by profession, Dr. Edwards
has led a distinguished career in the sciences prior to
his appointment as President of Northern Caribbean
University in 2017. He has taught at his alma mater,
Loma Linda University, in the Schools of Dentistry and
Medicine in California, and at The University of Texas
Health Sciences Centre School of Dentistry at Houston.
The NCST, an agency of the Ministry of Science, Energy
and Technology, and is chaired by the Prime Minister.
The mission of the commission is to facilitate the
formation of strategic partnerships towards advancing
the implementation of the national science, technology,
and innovation (ST&I) policy, and playing a fundamental
role in the creation of wealth and improving the quality
of life for Jamaicans.

Arnold Kelly (right) receives his honorary doctorate credentials
from Dr Jason Simpson, director of Emet Global Theological
Seminary and College -Jamaica operations.

The Emet Global Theological Seminary and College in
Georgia, USA, conferred Arnold Kelly, general manager
of the NCU Media Group with the Honorary (honoris
causa) Doctorate of Sacred Music (DSM) on December
11, 2021 for his quality years of service as a religious
radio broadcaster and presenter. EMET selects persons
who have done more than five years of public ministry
and whose professional Christian work and Christian
ministry is deemed substantial in people’s lives. Dr
Kelly’s life work, particularly at the NCU Media
Group, includes the training of several student media
professionals, of whom several are renowned locally
and internationally.
Holding a Diploma in Mass Communication with
honours from the the Caribbean Institute of Media and
Communication (CARIMAC) at UWI Mona, Dr Kelly
is also the recipient of the 1996-1997 JN/CARIMAC
Media Award for Radio.
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At the time he came to NCU Media Group, then NCU
Media Services in August 2006, he was previously
serving as Production Manager for Love 1010 and
Love TV. Starting out as Director of Media Affairs and
then Radio Manager at NCU FM, Dr Kelly brought
operations to a standard where, out of a total of 25
stations in Jamaica, NCU FM was ranked number 11
by the All Media Survey in 2012. In 2016 and 2018, the
station was ranked number 7 nationally.
In 2019, Dr Kelly also was recognised for his 30 years of
work in media at the Global Adventist Internet Network
(GAIN) Conference held in Jamaica. He is currently the
host of NCU 91 FM’s First Light, which airs early on
weekday mornings. He is a Seventh-day Adventist and
credits his church for developing his faith, passion for
ministry and leadership.

Lumsden sings her way to a win at the Jamaica Gospel Star
competition. (Screenshot)

which was televised on free-for-air television. The
programme featured musical performances from
themes such as reggae/dancehall, gospel, traditional
and throwback gospel.
“One of the reasons for entering the competition is that
my father, Pastor Kanhai Lumsden, was two points away
from death last year, so I was at a different place in my
life,” said Lumsden. Her father is now fully recovered. “I
was thinking outside the box, by.

18-YEAR-OLD STUDENT WINS
NATIONAL GOSPEL SONG
COMPETITION

Erica Lumsden (Screenshot)

Northern Caribbean University (NCU) student Erica –Adapted from initial article written by Nigel Coke for
Lumsden won the 2021 National Gospel Star Song IAD News
Competition. She is also a member of the Claremont
Seventh-day Adventist Church in St. Mary.
Dr. Lincoln Edwards, President of NCU, offered
commendations on behalf of the University. “We
congratulate our student Erica Lumsden on winning the
Jamaica Cultural Development Commission’s Gospel
Star Competition 2021,” said Edwards.
“At NCU we strive to do usual things unusually well.
We are, therefore, pleased and extremely proud of
this outstanding achievement by Miss Lumsden. Her
performance epitomizes the finest traditions of the
institution – Christian values, sterling character and
creativity.”
Lumsden, an 18-year-old second-year communication
student, topped 10 finalists in a four-week competition,
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STUDENTS RECEIVE GOVERNOR-GENERAL AWARDS 2021

NCU 2021 Graduation Class President, Ayanna Suckoo
along with Communication Specialist, Rajae Danvers,
are both recipients of the Governor-General’s Award
for Excellence for their respective parishes in the 18-24
age category for Academics, Community Development
and Community Involvement. Suckoo is the recipient
of the Governor-General’s award for the parish of
Hanover while Danvers received the same award for
the parish of Manchester. During the NCU graduation
commencement exercises held virtually on August
8, Suckoo was conferred the Bachelor of Social Work
while Danvers was conferred the Bachelor of Arts in
Communication Studies.

“It’s the feeling you get after working hard, and giving
your best to others and realizing that your sacrifice
reaped a reward,” she said.
Suckoo is renowned for her academic prowess and her
co-curricular involvement. She was the top student for
Hanover, in 2017 as a recipient of the NCB Scholarship.
She had also demonstrated public speaking abilities in
events such as the Jamaica Library Service National
Reading Competition and the National Spanish-English
Debating Competition. She has managed to balance
academics and community-related activities.

“It feels like the Caterpillar is finally learning to fly, and
its wings are beautiful to those around her too.”

“I tapped in the good things God has in my life by just
knocking on His door; and that there are greater things
to come,” she said.

She recalled a lecturer advising her to cut down on
her various activities in order to have time to achieve
a greater GPA status that could result in a 4.0 score.
Suckoo - A Caterpillar Preparing to Take Flight
When Ayanna Suckoo was asked how she felt about Despite the challenges, Suckoo finished that term with
receiving the prestigious award for her age category a GPA of 4.0 while being an active member of society.
for Hanover, she described the feeling as euphoric, Trusting in God and using her knowledge gained at
NCU, she stated that she had no regrets.
affirming and satisfying.

Additionally, she stated that being recognized by the
Suckoo envisions her future. She has established an
highest office in the land – the Office of the
Governor -General was a motivating feeling to continue online platform called “Speak Your Truth: The Untold”
which seeks to create an IREE (Inspirational, Relatable,
her good work and sacrifice in helping others.
Empowering, and Elevating) space. From this current
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venture she hopes to expand into an expanded venture
that will target abused adults and children. He plans to
dub this Speak Your Truth: with Hands and Hearts.
Danvers - Ecstatic, Honoured and Humbled
Rajae Danvers was honoured and humbled by his
selection for the Governor-General Award. Realising his
shortlisting from hundreds of applications, he became
ecstatic. With a natural propensity for service, Danvers
is always motivated to do what needs to be done at the
governmental, community and grassroots levels.
“…It’s always a good feeling when the work is not only
appreciated by the recipients but there is a third party
that recognizes that there is work to be done... It sends
a message that when you do something selflessly, there
is a tangible reward, a tangible recognition that will
bolster your efforts.” Danvers expressed.
Danvers is a communication strategist, a youth leader,
a mentor and a motivational public speaker. He is also
director of the Spread Love Initiative, through which he
serves the less fortunate and challenges youth across the
country. Academically, he has been the recipient of the
Byron Robinson Scholarship and the Mikael Phillips
Constituency Scholarship.
The Governor-General’s Achievement Awards are given
annually to individuals who are actively involved in
community work and who have achieved, beat the odds
and maintained excellence. These awardee would have
never received a national award.
–Written by Jayda Lunan
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PRESIDENT CALLS ON SDA SCHOOLS
TO RESCUE THE YOUTH

educational system becoming complacent as the
Laodicean Christians mentioned in Revelation 3:14-21.
He encouraged all schools to replicate initiatives like
that of the RESCUE initiative at NCU.
“NCU is doing its part in rescuing the youths of Jamaica,
on and off-campus. This RESCUE mission is Restoring
Every Student’s Confidence Using Education. Seventhday Adventist schools, at all levels, should seek to do the
same,” he said.
Dr Edwards encouraged all stakeholders in the Seventhday Adventist (SDA) educational system – parents,
students, church members, relatives, church leaders,
educators, administrators and board members – to apply
the virtues of faith and love, righteousness and true
spiritual discernment to their educational strategies. He
also encouraged them to engage the youth in dialogue
about their educational future, and consider ways to
support students financially and otherwise.
“With a deeply spiritual atmosphere on our campuses,
evangelism would be more lived and less preached, and
the development of the physical, spiritual, social, and
ethical facets of the lives of our youth could be much
more achieved.”

The RESCUE campaign was launched in June 2017
and has since enrolled several students from at-risk
backgrounds into the institution. The University
“Our schools should be cities of refuge - rescue missions continues to solicit more financial support from donors
for the salvation of the souls of the children and youth and other stakeholders, in order for more applicants to
of the church, and the community,” said Northern benefit from the programme.
Caribbean University (NCU) President Dr Lincoln
According to Dr Edwards, the global Seventh-day
Edwards.
He was delivering greetings at an education summit held Adventist educational system, after 168 years, continues
by the Central Jamaica Conference (CJC) of Seventh- to be one of the largest educational systems in Jamaica.
day Adventists on June 5, 2021. Northern Caribbean He said that in about 150 countries there were about
University was among the institutions highlighted. The 85,000 teachers, 1.5 million students and 7,500 schools.
theme of the virtual event was “Seventh-day Adventist He noted that 118 Adventist schools were tertiary
institutions.
Christian Education: Still Relevant in the End Time.”
Dr Lincoln Edwards addresses the online CJC Education Summit
audience.

President Edwards warned against teachers and
administrators in the Seventh-day Adventist

The President recalled the resilience of the University
during the Spanish Flu Pandemic of 1918-1920 and
expressed confidence in God’s continued guidance and
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blessings through end-time global challenges, for both Research in higher education has shown that globally
the University and by extension, the entire Seventh-day our young people are moving away from long-term
Adventist educational system in Jamaica.
studying, as in pursuing degree programmes and
are choosing instead smaller and shorter volumes of
The day’s education summit showcased the various education and training. They are opting for “bite sized”
Adventist schools in Central Jamaica. According to the pockets of information, rather than huge volumes of
Director of Education of the Jamaica Union Conference knowledge.
of SDA (JAMU), Pastor Michael Henry, there are eight
high schools, 20 preparatory schools, 70 registered Market trends indicate that what our millennials
early childhood centres and one tertiary institution in are requiring are stackable credentials. Stackable
JAMU. He also highlighted the laboratory schools of credentials are “sequential postsecondary awards that
NCU -- Victor Dixon High School, West Indies College allow individuals to progress on a career path.” What
Preparatory School and the NCU Early Childhood this means is that our young people no longer want to
Division.
be in college for three or four years working towards
earning a degree. They prefer to access shorter courses
--Written by Shannette Smith
that have the potential to earn credits towards a degree
programme, should they at some point in time decide
to pursue further studies.

THE EMERGING IMPORTANCE OF
MICRO CREDENTIALS

Dr Marjorie Buckley

This trend towards shorter training periods is being
fuelled by developments in industry. Increasingly,
employers are demanding more competency-based
learning. The existing skills gap has caused companies to
increasingly consider prospective employees from nontraditional paths. Employers do not want prospective
employees to just have “paper qualifications” but they
are asking for evidence to prove that job applicants can
perform specific job functions. Increasingly, people
raise questions about the relevance and fit for purpose
nature of traditional qualifications in preparing learners
for today’s rapidly changing digital society.
Academia is therefore forced to forge stronger ties with
industry to ensure that the education and training they
offer are in keeping with industry demands. Globally,
universities and colleges have been responding to the
demands of industry and are revising their curriculum
to better align with these emerging market trends. In
recent years micro credentials have become increasingly
important in the higher education ecosystem. Micro
credentials are “sequential postsecondary awards
that allow individuals to progress on a career path”
(Purbasari-Horton, 2020).
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Micro-credentials are industry-aligned short units of
learning that are certified or credentialed, and they can
(mostly) ‘stack’ or count towards a higher education
qualification. (Brown et al., 2021). Granted, there
are on-going debates about the definition of microcredentials and who should certify these credentials
– learning institutions or business organizations? A
micro-credential can be an educational award for
learning from around 10 per cent to up to a full academic
year but less than a conventional educational award or
credential. The jury is still out on the duration of the
learning experience.

(Konings, 2019). Even the United Nations, under the
auspices of UNESCO are now focussing on micro
credentials. Countries like Australia, Malaysia, Canada,
the United States and the United Kingdom have been
leading the charge in incorporating micro credentials
in their national qualifications framework. The
Jamaican government, not wanting to be left behind,
has mandated the University Council of Jamaica to
develop the relevant standards for incorporating micro
credentials in our national qualifications framework.
This work is ongoing.

The implication is for Northern Caribbean University to
extend the process of curriculum reform to incorporate
The concept of micro credentials is not new to micro credentials into its offerings, to avoid becoming
vocational education, they have now moved from irrelevant in the post-COVID-19 era offering degrees
vocational education to the centre of higher education that no one wants to do. We have to find a way of
policy. Governments all over the world are using splitting up our degree programmes into smaller, “bitemicro credentials as the newest tool to reorient higher size” units that prospective students can take who do
education towards a narrow focus on preparation for not necessarily wish to pursue a four-year bachelor’s
work.
degree programme.
The COVID-19 Pandemic has provided further impetus At the same time these micro credentials must be
for the rapid implementation of micro-credentials by stackable so that several micro credential qualifications
governments globally.
may be put together and count for credits towards a
degree for those students who are inclined to follow that
According to the 2020 Hechinger Report, “People are pathway. Exciting days are ahead in the higher education
looking for shorter forms of learning during this time. landscape; but we have to take action NOW in order to
They don’t know whether they have two months, three take full advantage of these new learning opportunities.
months. They’ve lost their jobs. For them the ability
to earn a micro credential within a few months and *Written by Marjorie Buckley, PhD, Director -Vocational,
improve their potential to get hired as we come out of Educational and Empowerment Institute (VEETI) at NCU
COVID becomes much more important.”
Several states in the United States of America are
incorporating micro-credentials into their professional
development programmes for teachers as part of
their compliance with the federal ‘Every Student
Succeeds Act’ (Hunt et al., 2020). Many countries
in Europe have also incorporated micro credentials
in their higher learning curriculum. The European
Commission, with the European MOOC Consortium
have launched a Common Microcredential Framework
“to create portable credentials for lifelong long learners”
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The
Northern
C a r i b b e a n
University (NCU)
community
was
saddened by the
sudden
passing
on September 3,
2021 of Dr Newton
Cleghorne, VicePresident, Student
Services and Site
Coordinator
for
the Inter-American
A d v e n t i s t
Theological
Seminary at NCU. He was laid to rest on September
29, 2021 in Piper’s Corner, Westmoreland. The
thanksgiving service for his life was held virtually
the previous day.

(USC) - Dr Colwick Wilson, President and
Dr Fazadudin Hosein, Dean of the School of
Religion Theology were also among the overseas
representatives bringing tributes.
Condolences and tributes were also expressed
by conference presidents in Jamaica and
representatives from Andrews University, the City
Tabernacle Seventh-day Adventist Church and
the Uzima Lifestyle Center in the United States.
Several family members and former colleagues
also shared reflections of the deceased. Musical
tributes were also delivered by persons representing
Dr Cleghorne’s former church districts and
congregants in the United States.

Dr Cleghorne was born in Duncans, Trelawny,
Jamaica on September 11, 1953 to a devoted
second-generation Seventh-day Adventist family.
As a young person, he was very active in typical
Dr Cleghorne was eulogised by brother Vermont SDA youth activities that included the pathfinder
and niece Janet Blake. The homily was delivered by club at his church. He attended Harrison Memorial
President of the West Jamaica Conference, Pastor High School and graduated as class valedictorian.
Glen O. Samuels. Dr Cleghorne is survived by He also attended West Indies College, now NCU,
widow Dr Wayne Ireland Cleghorne and several where he pursued the Bachelor of Theology degree.
family members in Jamaica and overseas.
He was a student leader and graduated from NCU
as president of the 1979 graduation class.
Several representatives of the Seventh-day
Adventist global community paid tributes and Building an extensive curriculum vitae throughout
shared fond memories of the decea International his lifetime, after graduation, Cleghorne moved on
Journal of Collaborative Research on Internal to serve in the West Jamaica Conference as a pastor
Medicine and Public Health sed. Tributes were for 11 years. His first ministry was that of being
expressed by Pastor Everett Brown, President of the pastor for New Market District of SDA Churches.
Jamaica Union Conference and Chairman of the He created history at that church by establishing
NCU Board of Governors; Dr Lincoln Edwards, the Pathfinder Club, a musical concert band and a
NCU President; Pastor Peter Kerr, President of marching band.
the Atlantic Caribbean Union Conference; Pastor
Willie Oliver, Family Ministries Director at the He moved on to the United States. He married
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists his childhood love, Wayne Ireland there in 1980.
(GC), representing President Ted Wilson; Dr Eli He continued his studies at Andrews University,
Henry, President of the Inter-American Division; where he earned a Master of Arts in Religion and
and Dr Efrain Velazquez, President of the Inter- a Doctor of Ministry degree with an emphasis in
American Adventist Theological Seminary (IATS). Youth Ministry. He also continued his work as
Pastor Earl Knight, president of the Atlantic Union pastor in the Northeastern Conference. Among
Conference; Pastor Abraham Jules, president of the churches he served as Pastor were Brownsville
the Northeastern Conference; and representatives SDA, Sharon SDA and City Tabernacle SDA. He
from the University of the Southern Caribbean then served as Youth Director of that Conference
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for a period of 10 years.
Dr Cleghorne and his wife returned home to
Jamaica in 2006. He was appointed Dean of the
School of Religion (SRT) at NCU on August 1, 2006.
He also served Andrews University and the IATS in
various roles as academician and administrator. On
September 1, 2016, Dr Cleghorne was appointed
Vice-President for Student Services and Campus
Ministries. At the time of his death, he was serving
as VP for Student Services and Site Coordinator
for the IATS programmes at NCU.
Dr Cleghorne was also an active evangelist. He
made it a personal commitment to conduct an
evangelistic series at least once per year and was
renowned for his high rate of baptism. He also coauthored with Dr Helena Gregor the 2012 book
Understanding Youth: Saving a Generation.
In this photograph, Dr Newton Cleghorne and wife
Wayne enjoy each other’s company while in the other
photographs, the couple shares quality time with relatives.
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TRIBUTES

So, as we honour him today, let’s do all we can to
keep his memory alive, in our service to the youth,
because as he would often say, “They are the church’s
President, Northern Caribbean University
greatest asset and its fondest hope as we await the
Dr Lincoln P. Edwards
imminent return of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ.” He loved our students and they respected
Dr Cleghorne has served
him and cherished his mentorship.
the cause of Christ
in the Seventh-day
We thank God for this son of Duncans, Trelawny
Adventist Church for
who has served us well. He was one of us and so
the past forty-two years.
today we honour his memory. He will be truly
He made it abundantly
missed. Lady Wayne and family members, you are
clear that since the
in our hearts and our prayers.
work of education
*Edited tribute delivered at the Thanksgiving
and redemption are
Service for the Life of Dr Newton Cleghorne,
one, he would use
September 28, 2021
his vacation time to
conduct
evangelistic
campaigns even with his
President of the Jamaica Union Conference of
hectic portfolio responsibilities at the University.
Seventh-day Adventists and Chairman, Northern
Dr Cleghorne served as the spiritual father of the
Caribbean University Board of Governors
University family and the wider community.
Dr Cleghorne had just completed his Now is the
Time Evangelistic Series, in August, at the Spur
Tree District of Churches, with his wife and partner
in ministry, Dr Wayne Cleghorne, singing by his
side. As an international evangelist, Dr Cleghorne
brought over four thousand precious souls to Jesus
over the years.

Pastor Everett E. Brown

Dr Newton Upanton
Cleghorne was certainly
one of God’s choicest
additions to the human
race. He is a great loss
to the Seventh-day
Adventist Church and
particularly to Northern
Dr Cleghorne loved his God, he loved God’s Word
Caribbean University; a
and God’s people. He believed in the principle of
loss also to the human
Amor gignit amorem (love begets love). His love
race. He was many
for his wife was so endearing; he spoke of her and
things, rolled up in one
showed his love for her openly and tenderly.
package, and gifted to us. He was gracious, kindHis academic journey from Harrison Memorial hearted and affable.
High School and Northern Caribbean University
in Jamaica to Andrew’s University in the USA I became closely acquainted with Pastor Cleghorne
are well documented. So too are his church and and his wife in 1995, when as Youth Ministries
institutional leadership achievements. The team Director of Central Jamaica Conference of Seventhwho worked with him in the various departments day Adventists, I was part of the team that led a
in the Student Services Division, speak glowingly contingent of youth and youth leaders from the St
of his work ethic. He trusted them to do their due Catherine Federation of Adventist Youth to New
York for a twinning with the Sharon Seventh-day
diligence and did not micro-manage.
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Adventist Church which was shepherded by Pastor experiences on campus.
Cleghorne at that time.
Then, the unthinkable happened on September
The warmth and kind hospitality with which 3, 2021, when word reached us that he died. How
we were received by the Cleghornes, lingered could that most eloquent, powerful baritone voice
with me. The Seventh-day Adventist Church in and that infectious laughter that we loved to hear be
Jamaica benefited immensely from his evangelistic silenced so soon and so suddenly? But God knows
prowess. As Chairman of the Board of Governors the answer to all our questions. He understands.
of NCU, I interacted closely with Dr Cleghorne as He, Himself, was a man of sorrows and acquainted
he executed his portfolio responsibilities.
with grief. He knows your pain.

Student Services
Division

I can say without fear of contradiction that he
served with distinction. As the Apostle Paul said
of himself I can say of Dr. Cleghorne, he “fought
a good fight, he finished the course, he kept the
faith”. I share the grief and the pain of the NCU
family, and we empathise with his widow Dr Carolyn Marie Smith,
Wayne Ireland Cleghorne and the other members Associate Vice-President
of their family. Your loss is our loss also. Yet we are
comforted in the hope of the First Resurrection.
Dr. Newton Upanton
Cleghorne knew and
President Atlantic Caribbean Union of Seventhfulfilled his calling.
day Adventists
Paraphrasing
the
Pastor Peter Kerr
words of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, His purpose
On behalf of the entire
in life was not for his
Union
family,
my
own happiness. It
family and I along
was to be useful, to
with my colleagues in
be honorable, to be
administration at the
compassionate, to have
Atlantic
Caribbean
it make some difference
Union of Sevenththat he had lived and
day
Adventists lived well.
wish to convey our
heartfelt condolences Meetings were enriched by his knowledge and
to Dr Wayne Ireland guidance in parliamentary procedures; he could
Cleghorne, her family be relied on to ensure that every procedural “t”
and
friends,
and was crossed and every “i” dotted. He had a vision
the NCU family on the passing of Dr Newton that every student should become adept at these
Cleghorne.
principles. Consequently, he started a feature, “The
Parliamentarian” in the weekly magazine, The
Dr Cleghorne and I became good friends during Weekender. His conciliatory approach enabled
our days at West Indies College where we were him to readily identify and defuse potentially
members of the class of 1979 of which he was contentious/divisive situations, mollify stress, and
also the class president. Together, we actively mend many relationships.
participated in summer and Easter evangelistic
campaigns and shared in many unforgettable As a leader he empowered and enabled his team,
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allowing latitude to think and act. He trusted
the judgement of the leaders who supported the
mission of the Division. I will miss his characteristic
booming, well-modulated yet cheerful voice. I
will miss his characteristic greeting, “Top of the
morning, AVP Smith”, along with his signature
response when greeted with a ``How are you?”
“I’m better than yesterday.” He was simply an icon.

Dr Merylyn Campbell Flinch,

Director of Chaplaincy Services

Dr Newton Cleghorne
was a steady compass.
I was always inspired
by
his
personal
strength,
patience,
care and compassion,
and his faithfulness
to duty. He gently and
bravely shouldered his
responsibilities
with
integrity, without fear
of the outcome. He
always led by example, and, without a doubt, he
remained true to his calling as a servant of God
and a loyal friend to His people.
We will continue to uphold the high standards that
Dr Cleghorne has established and will continue to
walk in the faithful path in which he walked.

Lilith Scarlett,
Dean of Women

Dr Newton Cleghorne
was a true servant
of God and a friend
to man. He showed
interest in the lives
of his colleagues and
his team members.
Dr Cleghorne was
interested
in
the
comfort and welfare of
the students, especially
those who live on
campus.

At times, he went beyond the call of duty even
using his personal resources to see to their wellbeing. A student recently remarked that Dr
Cleghorne changed her life by positively speaking
to her during a scholarship interview, telling her
never to give up on her dreams and always to put
the Lord first. It wasn’t only one student’s life on
which he made a positive impact but many others.
During chapel and assemblies, Dr Cleghorne was
always the life of the ‘sessions’.
One student sadly recounted that Dr Cleghorne
and his wife visited her only two weeks before
his demise and yet another student continues her
studies at NCU today, because of his intervention
in her life.

Sefton Brown,

Dean of Men and Director of Social Development
The prayer of a
righteous man avails
much. It is true all
righteousness belongs
to God. I, however,
believe that God had
endowed this man
with a special portion
because that was the
character of the man.
Dr Cleghorne would
not lose an opportunity
to stop and pray for and
with you and always at the time when it is needed
most. In these prayers you could always sense his
genuineness. His leadership skills seemed to have
been innate as he was able to relate to people of
varying age groups with consummate ease.
Dr Cleghorne’s life and work have taught so many
lessons to so many people. One that cannot be
forgotten is the notion that every day we should
strive for improvements, small or great. It is,
therefore, not a mystery when you enquire of him,
“How are you?” His response would always be,
“I’m better than yesterday.”
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Donna Fraser,

Chantell C. Stewart,
Recruitment Officer

Director, Scholarships & Student Aid
Department

“Lady Stewart! I only
get to see you these
days on my laptop.”
These are the words
that ring in my head
ever so often, as this
was how my last
conversation with Dr
Cleghorne began.

Lives of Great Men
all remind us, We can
make our lives sublime
And departing leave
behind us, Footprints
on the sands of time…
‘The Psalm of Life’ by
Henry
Wadsworth
Longfellow perfectly
depicts the life of Dr
Newton Cleghorne.
He had a dynamic
personality, a passion for the Word and the ability
to make everyone feel special and appreciated. He
served the Seventh-day Adventist Church with
dignity. He was an eminent scholar and a talented
Youth Leader. His love for the Youth Ministry was
evident in his electronic mail tagline.
“The church should not be doing youth ministry;
the entire church should be youth ministry. True
youth ministry occurs, when all the adults decide
to connect with all the [youth] and do church
together.” (The late Mike Yaconelli).
I will miss my boss of four years. His smile… His
jovial disposition… His monthly affirmations…
His strong resolve for principle… His love for the
poor…

His kind words of
encouragement and
spiritual edification
will be greatly missed. Doctor Cleghorne
empowered all members of the sector he was
leading because he strongly believed in our
capabilities in getting the job done.

The Counselling and
Psychological Services Centre
(CPSC) Team
Dr Janet Walters,
Counselling and
Psychological Services
Centre

Dr Cleghorne was
kind, humble, caring
– both to the young
and the old. He was
supportive, a father
figure, faithful soldier,
friend, brother, and
was dedicated to
his post – rain or
shine. He cared for his workers (personally and
professionally). You could feel comfortable
around him.
He was a passionate ‘encourager’ of professional
development and always advocated for his staff.
He was quite jovial, and his laughter was so
contagious that it would be difficult to be sad in his
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presence. He had a heart like Christ. He was our Because God said, “Now it is his time.”
patriarch. He always caught the vision. One of his
passions was pre- and post-marital counseling to
his students, church members, and others. He was
not one to apply pressure despite his enthusiasm
for the work of the Lord.
A great void has been created that will never be
filled. There is no one else like him because God
broke the clay that formed Newton Cleghorne.
Our sincerest and deep condolence to his dear
wife – Wayne Elizabeth – lifetime partner and
soulmate.

Carol KellyLowe,
Administrative
Assistant

Ode in Memory of Dr.
Newton Cleghorne
He laboured for the
Master, in the field of
“People” sowed Godly
words and doctrine
preaching
Throughout the world for all to know.

School of
Religion and
Theology (SRT)
Dr Simon Bwambale,
Dean, School
of Religion and
Theology

Dr Newton Cleghorne
was an extraordinary
individual in season
and out of season. He
did not hesitate to
go the extra mile to
help others. He was a
fearless and dedicated
servant to his church
and to the community. He was a very exceptional
supervisor, Christian, pastor, preacher, teacher,
counsellor, mentor and friend – an all-rounder
who has left an indelible mark on the lives of men.

He laboured in the classroom, teaching men so
they too can know
How to reach others for Jesus
And then he bid them go.
God looked down and saw his ardour
And was pleased with the work he’d done
He said my child I’ve seen your ‘labour’
It’s time to rest ‘til I return.
Though I’ll miss his pleasant greetings
And all the care he used to show
No more calls to check on labour
Or how the ‘Team-Work’ will duly flow.
No more masterpiece signature
No more meetings held online
Now my ‘boss’ is gone forever

Dr Robert
Wright
I met Dr Cleghorne
about 2012 when
he came to NCU to
join the faculty of the
School of Religion and
Theology. He soon
ascended the ranks
to become the Dean
of the School, and
later VP for Student
Services. As the Dean he was an indefatigable
worker – teaching classes, administering the
school, conducting seminars and Master Guide
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training for the Religion Majors on Sunday
mornings, overseeing the Doctor of Ministries
programme of the Inter-American Theological
Seminary. A giant has fallen! But his work will live
on. We have all been blessed by his ministry.

Dr Ikechukwu
Michael
Oluikpe
Words would fail in
fully describing the
life and impact of Dr
Newton Cleghorne on
the world for God. He
was known for his rich
wealth of knowledge
and experience in
academia, evangelism, youth and pastoral
ministry, church and institutional leadership.
He was an icon and epitome of the School of
Religion and Theology (SRT); one who always
represented the School well and made us proud.
Indeed “the Lion” of the SRT (as he was sometimes
called) will continue to be greatly missed, while
we wait for and look forward to his resurrection
on that great “getting up” morning of God’s saints.

C. Ionie
Lawson,

I will never forget his response, “I am better than
yesterday” when asked how he was doing. “Top of
the morning/evening” was his signature greeting
style; “There you go” when situations turned out
right. I miss him deeply, but I anticipate the grand
reunion, when Jesus comes.

Prof. Earl P. W.
Cameron
My wife and I had the
privilege of working
with
Dr.
Newton
Cleghorne in different
capacities, both in
Jamaica and elsewhere.
We found him to be one
of the most pleasant
and caring persons to
be around. He will be sadly missed in the School
of Religion and Theology where he gave sterling
leadership for ten years.
Having served in the School of Religion and
Theology with Dr Cleghorne as Dean, I grew to
admire him for his warm disposition and caring
for the well-being of faculty, staff and students
and for his deep interest in ongoing curriculum
improvement. As a minister of the gospel, his
undeniable passion for evangelism was infectious.
A true soldier of the cross has been laid to rest. May
God grant his dear wife, Dr Wayne Cleghorne, the
grace needed at this time.

Administrative
Assistant

Pastor Derek
Bignall

Doc, as I called him,
was a very exceptional
supervisor, Christian,
pastor,
preacher,
teacher,
counsellor,
mentor, friend, and
brother. He has left an
indelible mark on my life. He cared, motivated
and inspired hope in others.

Dr Newton Cleghorne
was a consummate
professional in the
way he carried out
his duties as a pastor,
administrator,
dean
and lecturer. I had the
privilege of attending
two of his classes at
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the graduate level and to work with him as a
colleague. He was always smiling; always willing
to help and he motivated you to do your best. He
will be greatly missed by all who came in contact
with him, especially his students.

What a joy it was to have met at NCU. What
sadness to have suddenly parted. We mourn
not as those without hope; but with the blessed
assurance that someday soon the trumpet shall
sound, and the man of God will respond with a
positive note: “I have been waiting for you….” SIP.

Pastor
Damian
Chambers

Pastor Odiaka
Walker
I have been greatly
impacted by Dr N.
Cleghorne. Despite the
loss, we find comfort in
God’s promise of the
resurrection of life and
consolation in His Son
who will always be with
us throughout eternity.

Dr. Newton Cleghorne
was a consummate
professional in the
way he carried out
his duties as a Pastor,
Administrator, Dean
and Lecturer. I had the
privilege of attending
two of his classes at the Graduate level and to work
with him as a colleague. He is always smiling;
always willing to help and he motivates you to do
your best. He will be greatly missed by all who
came in contact with him, especially his students.”

Pastor Dane
Fletcher,

Youth, Chaplaincy,
and Public Campus
Ministries Director,
JAMU

Dr Eric L.
Henry
Dr
Newton
Cleghorne, a man
of God, a mighty
preacher, a profound
and amiable teacher, a
caring administrator,
a very understanding,
loving and lovable
friend;
a
wise
counsellor. If ever
there was an all-rounder, he was one. At this time,
we are compelled to see our brother, friend and
colleague in the past tense; because death has
invaded the camp and snatched him away. Jesus
however, standing in the present with us, has
comforted our hearts with the future tense, “I will
come again.”

Dr Newton Cleghorne
has led a seismic shift
in the training of
ministerial students
for
intentional,
relational, and redemptive ministry to youth.
Since his arrival at NCU to the School of Religion
and Theology, ministerial graduates have been
all trained as Senior Youth Leaders and Master
Guides.
We will reap the benefits of his passionate,
comprehensive ministry for generations to come.
Only eternity will show the fullness of the fruit of
his ministry.
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REFLECTIONS

Dr Jackie
HoShing
Clarke,

USM Presidents Reflect

Chair, Teacher
Education
Department
Dr Cleghorne was
my personal pastor
and mentor. I have
known him since I
was 12 years old; I
am now a very senior citizen. He was my high
school English Literature teacher when I attended
Harrison Memorial High School. He and I are
from neighbouring church districts in Trelawny
where he and his brothers had the most melodious
singing group.
Dr Cleghorne cared deeply about others, he was
indeed a living sermon and a walking prayer; he
knew what it meant to pray without ceasing. I was
always covered in prayer, whether I was praying or
not, just because I knew he was praying for me. He
was my confidant; there was nothing significant in
my experiences that he was not included in. He
even introduced me to the man who married me!
When my son, Pastor Deneil Clarke got married in
Barbados, Dr Cleghorne flew to the wedding at his
own expense with his wife, Dr Wayne Cleghorne
to support us and he was the marriage officer at
the wedding.
When my mother died about two years ago, he was
there to comfort us. In fact, he played significant
roles in the funeral service and had a stand-by
sermon, just in case my son became grief stricken
and could not preach. Yes, I could depend on my
friend, my mentor, my teacher, and my personal
pastor for support at any time. Life will never
be the same again for me. I mourn deeply, his
untimely passing but not without hope.

At the time of his passing, Dr Newton Cleghorne
held portfolio responsibility for student
governance. The current and former presidents of
the United Student Movement (USM) share their
reflections of the late Vice-President for Student
Service.

Neil Brivette,
c u r r e n t
president: “Our

hearts are in pain
from this sad news.
Dr Cleghorne was a
friend to the students.
We saw him, we felt
his presence, and we
experienced his love
for youth. He was a
part of the USM family
and he will be greatly missed, for no one can
replace him.”

Ruel
Haye,
Immediate
Past President:

“Although I am not
normally emotional,
I cried on hearing the
news of Dr Cleghorne’s
sudden death.” Haye
had ambitions to
pursue a business
career, but he was
encouraged by Dr
Cleghorne to make the transition to Religion and
Theology.
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W a y n e
Woolery: “I am
just comforted by
the fact that he was a
man of God, and by
God’s grace, I hope to
meet him in the new
Jerusalem…He
was
seen as this spiritual
leader, but he was very
much in touch with
young people.”

Kavion Allen:
“Losing Dr Cleghorne
is a huge loss. He
was that mentor that
you could call on
absolutely for any
and every thing. He
was like a reservoir
of knowledge. There’s
absolutely nobody at
NCU, in the church, in
the world who will ever be able to fill that void.”

C y n t h i a
Garbutt,

Oneyka Nevins shakes hands with the late Dr
Newton Cleghorne.

Onyeka Nevins:

“I’m grieved, but I am

still very hopeful and I’m still happy because of the
life that he lived.” Nevins remembers two guiding
principles he learned from Dr Cleghorne ‘What
you will be, you are now becoming, and it’s all
about meeting people where they are, and taking
them to a place where they have never been’.

first female USM
President: “I was
absolutely devastated
by the news of Doc’s
passing. It came as a
complete shock to me
and many others…
He would always put
unwavering trust in
my leadership which
behooves me to operate with the highest ethics
because I would have never wanted to break that
trust.”

SDA Youth
Directors
Reflect
Pastor Amiel Summerbell,

District Pastor, Exchange District of Churches,
Youth and Chaplaincy Ministries Director, North
Jamaica Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
Dr Newton Cleghorne was a Master Guide
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extraordinaire
and
passionate
youth
leader and advocate
of no mean order. He
dedicated himself to
the development of
our youth through the
Pathfinder Programme
and insisted that every
Pastoral Candidate in
the School of Religion
and
Theology
at
Northern Caribbean
University be invested as a Senior Youth Leader
and Master Guide. This was necessary to bridge
the generational divide and to equip each pastor
to train the youth of the church through the
Pathfinder programme. Dr Cleghorne insisted
that we all have the solemn responsibility of
unleashing the latent potential of our youth, or
we’ll be otherwise DOA – Dead on Arrival.”

Brian Shaw,

East Jamaica
Conference Youth
Ministries Director
Dr Cleghorne has been
a mentor to all his
students. His passion
about
the
Youth
ministry was evidenced
by this quote “The
church should not be
doing youth ministry; the entire church should be
youth ministry. True youth ministry occurs, when
all the adults decide to connect with all the [youth]
and do church together.” (The late Mike Yaconelli).
To his widow, Dr Cleghorne, “Cheer up, your
husband had impacted the lives of many. We whom
he had impacted, will ensure that his legacy lives
on as we minister on behalf of the Life-Giver Jesus
Christ who will wake him from his sleep when He
comes again.”
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On behalf of all the youths of the East Jamaica
Conference, my condolences to the family and may
the peace of God be with you during this difficult
time.

Pastor Gordon
Lindsay,

North East Jamaica
Conference Youth
Ministries Director

“Even after graduating
from NCU in 2011,
serving in the North East
as a teacher in the Port
Maria High School, his
counsel would have guided me in how to relate to
young people. Serving in the district in 2021 and
being appointed Youth Director, 2014 to present,
his counsel always rang out in my ears - “You
must meet the young people where they are and
take them where God wants them to be.” He has
become a household name in youth ministries, as
a result he has had an impact upon my life, North
East Jamaica Conference, and other pastors’ lives
“Dr Cleghorne was instrumental in my
development of the youth of the Conference. Every
ministry training season, especially through the
Delroy Gordon Training Institute, we have here
in North East Jamaica Conference, it would have
to be Dr Cleghorne, who assisted in some of the
courses. He would come and spend the night over
at Camp Don.

Pastor Kevan
Barnaby

Central
Jamaica
Conference
Youth
Ministries Director

Dr Cleghorne invited
me to officiate as

Youth Ministries Director at an investiture service
for the young men at the School of Religion - the
first investiture service I ever did in my life! Dr
Cleghorne walked me through the process.
He just wanted to make sure I grew. He just
wanted to make sure I was an extraordinary youth
director. He wanted to see me produce my best.
He had a way to build one’s confidence. You could
never be in the presence of Dr Cleghorne and not
feel like you could do it!
We are going to miss him, his ministry, his
influence. His impact would have touched, not
just Central Jamaica but the entire Jamaica - the
entire world! He would have trained so many of
us! Today we are who we are, and where we are,
still passionate about youth ministries.

Rayon Daley

Evangelist,
SRT
Student, Master Guide
Instructor
I am thankful to God
for the life and the time
he was placed in our
lives. For me, he was
more than a professor,
counsellor, marriage
officer, friend, VicePresident and pastor. He has impacted my life
significantly. He treated me like his own child,
like many others in the School of Religion and
Theology.
He single-handedly trained more [Master Guides]
than all [ministerial students and leaders] up to
the General Conference level. His respect was at
the highest level.

SDA Overseas
Field
Dr Everton A
Ennis, Senior Pastor
of the New Jerusalem
SDA Praise & Worship
Center, South Atlantic
Conference
“After pastoring the
City Tabernacle church
in Harlem, NY, Dr
Cleghorne
became
Youth Director of the
Northeastern Conference of SDA. We kept hearing
a lot of outstanding news out of the Northeastern
Conference in respect to youth ministries,” Pastor
Ennis recalls.
As it related to Dr Cleghorne’s involvement in
the Black Adventist Youth Directors Association
(BAYDA), Dr Ennis recalls:
“All youth directors and all associate youth directors
are a part of this Association. They coordinate
and plan the annual Bible Bowl Competition.
Northeastern’s Bible Bowl competitive edge
flourished under Dr Cleghorne.
In terms of Pathfinders, Pastor Roy Gordon played
a tremendous role in putting pathfinders on the
map in the Northeastern Conference. Pastor
Cleghorne picked up that mantle and ran with it,
and took it to the next level. He was a firm believer
in pastors being involved in the youth ministry of
the church. He was a firm believer in pastors being
Master Guides. If anyone wanted to summarize
Dr Cleghorne’s passion, it was to provide for the
highest quality of support for youth ministries.
And so he would urge that pastors should be
Master Guides.”
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D E PA R T M E N T O F N U R S I N G

Northern Caribbean University (NCU) pays tribute to the late
Hyacinth Chen, Patron of the Hyacinth Chen School of Nursing,
which was gifted by her family in her honour.
Hyacinth, the flower, is a small genus of bulbous, spring-blooming
perennials, said to be a symbol of peace and beauty. Because of their
attractive flowers, hyacinths are recommended as a gift.
Mrs Hyacinth Chen was the quintessence of what the beautiful
hyacinth flower represents. A rare gift! But a symbol of
productivity, opportunity, and impact. Many are the lives
she touched through the nursing degree programme
at NCU, causing hope to spring afresh where there
was despair.
The legacy of this phenomenal woman lives on
through the dedicated work of the hundreds of
nurses across the world who are and will be products
of the Hyacinth Chen School of Nursing at NCU.

